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8th Midwest Open

August 30 — September 27, 2025 | Reception: Saturday, August 30 | 4-7 PM
Artists Walkthrough: Saturday, September 27 | 2—-4 PM CST
Juried by Kimberly Oliva

CHICAGO—Woman Made Gallery (WMG) proudly announces the opening of the 8th Midwest Open, a juried
group exhibition featuring the work of 33 women and nonbinary artists living and working in the American
Midwest. The exhibition opens to the public on Saturday, August 30, 2025, with a celebratory reception from 4
to 7 p.m. at WMG'’s gallery space at 1332 S. Halsted Street, Chicago, IL.

Juried by Kimberly Oliva, an accomplished curator and gallerist known for her advocacy of underrepresented
artists, this year’s Midwest Open highlights the diversity, innovation, and impact of Midwestern creatives. The
exhibition includes artists from lllinois, Indiana, Michigan, Ohio, Wisconsin, lowa, Minnesota, Missouri, and
South Dakota, presenting work that spans media, disciplines, and thematic approaches.

“l want to see artists expand their materials, push the boundaries of medium and texture, and explore
innovative approaches,” says Oliva. “Essentially, | want to see the most provocative work each artist

-more-



has to offer—creating a Midwest exhibition that challenges perspectives, sparks dialogue, and leaves a lasting
impact. At the same time, the exhibition should maintain a clear vision for the future of Woman Made Gallery
as it celebrates its third decade.”

Founded in 1992, Woman Made Gallery remains a critical platform for women and nonbinary artists,
dedicated to amplifying voices that have historically been excluded from the mainstream art world. The
Midwest Open is one of WMG'’s flagship exhibitions and continues to serve as a vital reflection of the region’s
creative pulse.

Exhibiting Artists: Ainaz Alipourbaghal, Maia Isabelle Brunel, Lulu Luyao Chang, Antonia Constantine, Melissa
Dorn, Jamie Freedman, Mirentxu Ganzarain, Isabelle Gougenheim, Ann Marie Greenberg, Sammie Jane
Hardewig, Lilli Hungerman, Jee Hwang, Andrea Jablonski, Kirin Kane, Julia Kemerer, Mary King, Epiphany
Knedler, Laura LeBreton, J Myszka Lewis, Maria Mariottini, Susan Messer McBride, Georgie Miller, Deborah
Newmark, Donny Nie, Haven Overton, Tara Sabini, Juliane Shibata, Amanda Smithivas, Connie Toebe, Bari
Wieselman Schulman, Madeline Winter, Veronica Bruce Woodward, Jennifer Yorke

EXHIBITION EVENTS
Opening Reception: Saturday, August 30, 2025 | 4-7 PM
Woman Made Gallery, 1332 S. Halsted St., Chicago

Closing Reception + Artist Walkthrough: Saturday, September 27, 2025 | 2-4 PM
Meet the artists and hear about their work in their own words.

View the exhibition online: https://womanmade.org/8th-midwest-open/

Gallery Hours: Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday, Sunday, 12-5 PM

Woman Made Gallery | http://womanmade.org | 312-738-0400 | general@womanmade.org|
1332 S. Halsted St., Chicago, IL 60607 | Street parking and parking garage nearby

IG: https://www.instagram.com/womanmadegallery/| facebook.com/womanmadegallery.1992

Statement on Organizational Neutrality

As a registered lllinois 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization, Woman Made Gallery is committed to its mission of supporting
women and non-binary artists through inclusive and equitable programming. To maintain trust, legal compliance, and
alignment with its values, WMG does not endorse or oppose political candidates or parties and refrains from promoting
personal ideological or religious beliefs. All exhibitions, partnerships, and communications are guided by the gallery’s
mission, with a focus on artistic merit, diversity of perspective, and respectful dialogue. Staff, board members, and
affiliates are expected to distinguish personal opinions from organizational positions and to use WMG’s platform solely
in service of its mission.

Woman Made Gallery is supported in part by grants from The Chicago Department of Cultural Affairs and

Special Events; The Gaylord and Dorothy Donnelley Foundation; The Illinois Arts Council Agency; a major

anonymous donor; and the generosity of its members and contributors.
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