
 
 

  
Beatrice Fisher: A Retrospective 

Beatrice Fisher’s solo exhibition showcases a life of creativity 
Opening Reception: Friday, October 16, 6-9 p.m. 

 
CHICAGO – Woman Made Gallery is pleased to present a retrospective solo exhibition by 
artist Beatrice Fisher. 
 
This is Beatrice Fisher’s first solo 
show, although she has produced 
art for more than five decades. Her 
most influential teachers were Don 
Baum and Karl Wirsum, and one 
can certainly see the Chicago 
Imagist tendencies take various 
incarnations throughout her work.   
 
Her career spiked in the 1970’s 
when she enjoyed brief 
representation at the Phyllis Kind 
Gallery, and one of her paintings 
won a top award at the Chicago and Vicinity show, held at the Art Institute.  That painting, 
included in this retrospective, is of an 8 foot tall, cross-shaped structure whose crest resembles 
a penis. The form is draped with pieces of fabric that look similar to white pillow cases.  The 
ambiguity, the sexuality, the threatening yet humorous tone and the technical precision of the 
outlines and smooth paint finish, all embody the Chicago art style of the seventies.  
 
Children, divorce, re-marriage and another child interrupted Fisher’s career, but not her art-
making. Throughout the next three decades she produced hundreds of paintings, drawings, 
and objects that include ready-mades, kites, and pillows.  There are numerous images that 
reoccur in paint, fabric, and glitter; among them are fetuses, penises, crosses, conjoined twins, 
couples engaged in sexual acts and camouflage patterns. These works pay homage, not only 
to the Imagists, but to the Surrealists, Outsider Art and New Yorker cartoons.  
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Fisher writes,” My work evolves from psychological states and experiences that become 
externalized through the use of visual elements I encounter or research. With a penchant for 
ambiguity and the absurd, I combine incongruous elements to suggest mysterious narratives 
and investigate themes of separation, love, and loss.” 
 
Fisher’s retrospective solo exhibition will be on view at Woman Made Gallery from October 
16 to November 12, 2009.  
 
Woman Made Gallery 
685 N. Milwaukee Ave.   
Chicago, IL 60642 
Website: www.womanmade.org 
 
Gallery Hours: Wed-Fri noon-7 p.m. / Sat-Sun noon-4 p.m. / Admission: Free 
 
Woman Made Gallery is supported in part by grants from the Illinois Arts Council, a state agency; a CityArts Program II 
grant from the City of Chicago, Department of Cultural Affairs; the Arts Work Fund for Organizational Development, a 
donor advised fund of the Chicago Community Trust; the Gaylord and Dorothy Donnelley Foundation; The Efroymson 
Family Fund, a CICF Fund; a major anonymous donor; and the generosity of its members and contributors. 
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